
Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by angiebee - 2007/10/15 22:07
_____________________________________

Ugandan asylum seekers in UK beaten, deported 

By PAUL REDFERN 

Special Correspondent 

Dozens of East Africans are reported to have been beaten up by private security officials following failed requests for
asylum in the UK. 

 The issue was highlighted in a joint report by the UK newspaper, the Independent, and a group co-ordinating the
representation and medical care of failed asylum-seekers. 

It has presented a dossier of 200 cases compiled by doctors, lawyers and immigration centre visitors that purports to
show systematic evidence of both physical and mental abuse of failed asylum seekers. 

Some of the claims include sexual assault and racist abuse. 

One Ugandan whose case was highlighted by the report was Milton Apollo Okello, a 25-year-old man who was allegedly
tortured by the Ugandan security services before fleeing to the UK to request political asylum. 

His request for refugee status was, however, turned down and following this he was frog-marched to a plane and tied to
his seat by British security officials prior to an attempt to send him back to Uganda. 

At the last moment, however, he received a reprieve following which he was taken to a van and allegedly beaten and
racially abused. 

“The driver opened the sliding door and I was pushed into the middle of the seat,” Mr Okello said.  

“Two of the officers got on one side of me and the others came in on the other side. Officer A then  punched me hard in
the face and he said: ‘These black monkeys don’t want to go back to their country’.” 

Force is reported to have been used on asylum seekers as the private security companies are believed to not be paid if
they don’t “deliver” the failed asylum seeker to their country of birth. 

The Border and Immigration Agency, which contracts the security companies to help carry out the removals, said any
allegations of misconduct would be “thoroughly investigated,” and that “all allegations of physical and racial abuse are
referred to the police.” 
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The three security companies involved — Group4 Securicor, International Training Academy and GEO — say that none of
the allegations have been proven. 

The worst case, according to the Independent, involved 29-year-old Cameroonian woman, Beatrice Guessie, who was so
badly beaten on a flight back to Cameroon that she collapsed on arrival. 

The Cameroonian airport authorities refused to accept Beatrice, despite allegedly being offered a bribe of $300 to do so. 

She was then flown back to the UK and taken to Hillingdon hospital, where she was treated for severe genital bleeding
and multiple bruising over her body. 

She was subsequently returned to Yarl’s Wood detention centre, itself the subject of numerous complaints over the past
five years. 

It is difficult to establish exactly how many women have been forced to return to Uganda because the Home Office won’t
comment on individual cases and says it does not keep a catalogue of exactly who it deports to where. 

But it is known that in the first quarter of last year, nearly 5,000 people were deported from the UK, an increase of 43 per
cent on the same period last year. 

The British government is happy to be seen as “getting tough” on the issue of asylum to please the increasingly hostile
right-wing press and because of growing support for the far-right British National Party. 

Human-rights groups say the British government’s policy is a disgrace and that while there are some people who abuse
the asylum system, many other vulnerable people, particularly women, are being forced out of the country to face an
uncertain and dangerous future. 

The Guardian said that in Home Office interviews of asylum seekers, “disbelief is automatic” and interviewers spend their
time “trying to catch asylum seekers out in lies.”  

Even the United Nations has expressed its concern. A report by the UN High Commission for Refugees last year
concluded that “serious problems remain both in the quality of individual decisions and the context in which they are
made.” 

The National Coalition of Anti-Deportations Campaigns says it is seeing more deported women and children than ever
before and this is because “women are easy targets, are always at home and are not likely to put up a fight.” 

In 2005, dozens of women at Yarl’s Wood went on hunger strike at their treatment in the detention centre and recently
Home Office Minister Tony McNulty ordered that the healthcare of asylum seekers in Britain’s detention centres be
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independently monitored, following what the Independent newspaper termed “a catalogue of suicides and alleged
mistreatment.” 

The women’s hunger strike gained support when Anne Owers, an inspector of prisons in the UK, condemned the lack of
facilities for children in Yarl’s Wood and the fact that their welfare was being ignored by the authorities. 

The matter has also been raised by two MPs — Jeremy Corbyn and Alastair Burt — in parliament. 

The private company GSL UK, which runs Yarl’s Wood, said at the time that it had nothing to hide and “welcomes close
and independent scrutiny.” It maintains that all the women who were on hunger strike were constantly monitored and were
treated “with the utmost care and attention.” 

It also said that there was “no question of people not being looked after properly.” 

The company added that all its staff had received “thorough training” and there was “huge emphasis” on the fact that there
would be “no tolerance of inappropriate behaviour among themselves or towards detainees.” 

Staff are said to have behaved very professionally despite having to “deal with very challenging behaviour from detainees
who do not have to abide by the same code of conduct.” 

However, the women who are detained allege that abuse from staff at the centre is a daily occurrence. One told how the
women were allegedly called “black monkeys who don’t deserve to be here.” The women also allege that staff punish
anyone they take a dislike to for no reason. 

The Ugandan women at Yarl’s Wood alleged they suffer from poor medical attention, bad food, harassment and sexual
intimidation by male staff. They say that they are poorly represented legally and have suffered from corrupt lawyers. 

The British government has had problems with Yarl’s Wood for some time and human-rights groups have called for its
closure. It has suffered fires and allegations of abuse from people who are detained there. 

Independent observers say that 33 asylum seekers have taken their own lives over the past five years, seven of whom
were in Immigration Removal Centres and six in prisons. Two of these were East African, including a Kenyan who was
found hanging from his police cell last year and a Ugandan who was found hanging in the toilet in the psychiatric ward of
a hospital in Ascot in 2003. 

Britain’s Home Office, which won’t comment on individual cases, insists that all asylum application cases are looked at
carefully and anyone has the right of appeal whatever their country of origin.  

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Meli - 2007/10/17 16:36
_____________________________________
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That's why some of us are not so sure coming over here is or was a solution to our problems down there. We still have to
find a way to make things right over there. By the look of things, we can run but we can't hide. One little something could
trigger a widespread negative feeling towards us in this Europe. Everyone should try to follow up and learn about the
history of our African America brothers and sisters.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Sefrex - 2007/10/19 13:16
_____________________________________

EEEEEEEH BANANGE YENGA TULABYE NO BUBUDAMU ATTENGA NEBANAFFE BETWAALEKAYO EWAFFE
BEYONGERA KUJJABUZI!!!!KALE ANI ANAYAMBA MUNNE NGA`TTE TELI AKIRIZA NTI ENO
TETUKYAYAGALIBWAYO WADDENGA BAJJAJJA FFE BALETEBWANGA LWAMPAKA KYOKA KATI FFE
TWELETTA NAYE ATTE NETUZIBWAYO LWAMPAKA!!! KYOKA BO ABAZUNGU EWAFFE BATWALIBWA WAGULU
ERA BAYISIBWA BULUNGI OKUSINGA NAFFE BANANSI.OLIMUKUBONYABONYEZEBWA ENO,OYISIBWA NGA
ATALINAKO WABWE NAYE ATTE LABBA BWODAYO KO EKA EWAMWE ATTE NEBAKUBUSA PASSPORTS
ZABAZUNGU KUBANGA BEBALINA OKUKOLWAKO AMANGU GWE KITAWE NOSIMBA LINE!!!!KALE MBULIRA
OBWENKANYA BULIWA ERA OMUDUGAVU ANABUFUNAWA???MUBAZUNGU OSOSOLEBWA  KYOKA
NEWAMWE NAYO ERA MUZUNGU YASOKA KATI OLWOOOOOOOOOOOOOO...MUKAMA ATUKUME ANTI
YEYEKA MUNNANGE ATASOSOLA AMINA.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Biikolwa - 2007/11/07 16:15
_____________________________________

AngieB - There's a huge backlash on migrants especially against black Africans in Europe in general; but its rearing its
ugly head even more so in the UK because of the merging of the European States to form a United Europe.

With the common european market getting wider, this has meant that black Africans or even in fact British Africans face a
greater challenge in obtaining jobs of any calibre, be it in the professional, skilled, unskilled, manual labour force etc... 
The emphasis on giving working visa falls in favour of persons who are caucasians (white) europeans.  The most
prevalent visas for studying are the ones whereupon black africans figure heavily.  However even here, one has to quit
resting on their laurels - the hours you get granted to work alongside your student visa is minimal (~20hrs a week). 
Given the high fees being requested by education institutions quick to make a killing, I'd say this is another sly way of
killing off would-be overseas black african students visas.  Then again, I'd advice somebody coming from Africa to think
long and hard about coming across on private sponsorship whereby they hope to supplement it with odd summer jobs
etc - simply that even these are proving much more harder to find.

Some of you may wonder why I emphasis black africans - in short, if you happen to be white african as in south african or
any other white person who for reasons of economics has chosen to settle in Africa with a dual nationality etc.., the
options are somewhat different and at best, far far from what a black african will meet.  

As for the article Redfern raises, I can only go by what a handful of persons I knew directly or indirectly who have all
since returned and in fact settled comfortably back home and are even wondering why they put themselves through all
that! One young man was unfortunately in a racous with the law. He was picked up after a terrible road traffic accident in
which he was the cause unfortunately. He was bundled into a police van (not an ambulance or even emergency aid) after
they'd ascertained he was here illegaly and didn't have the relevant vehicle papers let alone a permit to drive. 
Fortunately there had been no fatalities.  He on the other hand, aside from being in shock, had sustained a whiplash
injury, had pain in his chest and his car was a complete write off. The medical care he was being offered under custody
required that he pay a sum which was beyond his means. On weighing up what it would've cost him back home plus less
of the man-handling and grief he was being met with, he opted not to have the medical care but get this done back home
- which fortunately worked out well for him.
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Sefrex - trudat some of our people keep aspiring to fly out here to green pastures, simply because the hell they think they
are in cannot be comparable to what they deal with when they see of some of us who on returning back for short
holidays there, enjoy showing off how well we've made it.  Back home - the gap between those that have it large and the
very very poor is mimicking what one has seen in India.  You have slums and mansions alongside one another, where
hummer-drivers have little regard for their fellow person on foot. At least here in the diaspora, if you are lucky to get in
and stay in, you can make something or even get a broader perspective on life in general.  Whilst some of those persons
in detention centres may make it hell for you - it cannot be comparable at times to the ingrained injusticies in our
motherland whereby life is basicaly seen to measure up to nothing if you are not somehow 'in' with the ruling partisan.  At
least here there is still some window of redress...

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Sefrex - 2007/11/07 19:56
_____________________________________

well said and put forward what can one add on thax Biikolwa.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Meli - 2007/11/07 23:24
_____________________________________

The thing about this Europe, is that if you want something changed, make a petition. If you keep quiet, you get crushed.
There will come a time when you African Europeans will have to get up and take to the streets to fight for your rights.
That's how the white mind was set. If you don't fight for it, you don't deserve it. Africa should exploit the knowledge of the
people who've been out here for a long time. After getting to the desired social level, then we'll show them of the
righteous nature of meekness. Blessed we'll be by the Almighty too.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by omuana isaacs - 2007/11/08 00:54
_____________________________________

Nothing happens without a reason........when the first whiteman came to Africa we called hime an Explorer.....then came
Missionaries...and Colonial masters, thats when we Africans started looking for a solution to the disaster remember the
Mau Mau of Kenya, Kabalega of Bunyoro and Mwanga of Buganda....what is happening in A whiteman's land today is a
reflection of what happened to us.

Look at it this way....An Englishman spends 30years mortgaging a house but then he sees how Afrikans line-up at all
money transfer centres( Money gramm, WesternUnion..etc) on a daily basis waiting to send money HOME, dont u think
tis calls for a solution just like the MAU MAU?

GOD bless Africa.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Mwebe - 2007/11/09 18:30
_____________________________________

Meli, thanks for mentioning a petition.  Ugandans have been for a longtime making complaints behind closed doors.  If
you want to raise important issues, you have to be open and ready for questions.  Here is the problem, some people
were given wrong advice by their corrupt lawyers, fake immigration advisers to change their origins and names and
change for the desired ones like calling themselves Rwandese, Sudanese during and after the genocide.  A Rwandan
was then paying, now Kagame have done better for himself so those fake Rwandese can no longer fight to stay. Those
who managed to get themselves Rwandese status will soon find it difficult to move on as genuine Rwandese and their
fellow Ugandans who knows about their alleged status will point them out to the authorities. The Home Office is giving
away free phone numbers to shop doggy workers and asylum seekers. Many were given advice to go for HIV tests and
they did, but now Museveni is changing colours and with the new ARV drug factory in Kampala, you are put on the next
plane.  Ugandans mostly those from the south of Uganda thought they were safe not realising they were next.  No jobs
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for them in Uganda today, only those with close connections to the big fish of Uganda can be sure of their future.  The
few and the NRA UK Chapter members have been promised fat jobs when they go back home.  While Ugandans apply
for asylum you have failed to raise the issues of our government's safe houses and torture yet you know they exist. 
Britain thinks Museveni's government is ok as long as he is with them.  You have to make the British public and
government know exactly what is actualy happening in Uganda.  You also know Ugandans who are here on asylum,
protected by asylum rules and benefits and yet they are NRM UK presentatives!  Museveni calls you Kyeyo people and
you clap hands for him, you constanly bragg how your money is doing wonders to the Ugandan government.  Isn't it sad?
 Museveni yalwaana emyaka etaano e Luweero naja mubuyinza mwe nabagoba ewamwe!!!   You still go to his
conferences in U.K and listen to him, when Kassato confroted him he was instead called the mad man.  It is time
Ugandans realise that you can't have your cake and eat.  You are either an immigrant, asylum seeker, overseas student
or any recognised and legal migrant than staying undercover and complain.  I hope you put yourself together and put on
a good fight.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Meli - 2007/11/12 21:04
_____________________________________

Bagamba nti life expectancy yaffe eri myaka 45. Mukitegeere nti oba twelwanako okugyongerayo, oba tutuula netulinda
guillotine. Bannaffe bangi abagenze nga bato bawere. Lwaki ffe tuwebweddwa extra time? Magezi mangi? Nze
ndowooza mukisa, Devine intervention. Nga twelwanyeko, tuyinza okubaako naffe kyetwongera ku lutaalo lwa humanity,
obwegaffu bwaayo mu maaso ga Mukama. It's not simply rights for us, it's about all humanity and it's oneness.
Okwogera ebiriwo byenyini nga Mwebe bwatukoledde wano, kituyamba okulowooza ku nsonga ne clear minds. Ssi
byangu, naye ate ssi bizibu nga ffena tuli wamu, agali awamu gegaluma negagaya.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by JeenaJulia - 2007/11/21 10:22
_____________________________________

Kale banyiza nze kyenva mbewujila empi.:angry: :angry:

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by sakin - 2007/11/26 08:12
_____________________________________

wabula JJ onsanyusiza :laugh: :laugh:  nti kyova abawujja empi - please ntemyaako engeri bwokola nange mpujemu
kubensola anti tebamanyi nti naffe lwakubelawo naye batunyiwa.  naye munange basilu kangambe balekelela okunonya
ababatwaguza nebadda ku bafrika abagala okwenonyeza lupiiya moreover nga tubakolela.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by DeeJags2005 - 2007/11/26 10:40
_____________________________________

nga oli mukambwe bulala bange Jeena, simanyi buli wamu wakambwe bwewatyo? lol

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by JeenaJulia - 2007/11/27 08:48
_____________________________________

sakin wrote:

wabula JJ onsanyusiza :laugh: :laugh:  nti kyova abawujja empi - please ntemyaako engeri bwokola nange mpujemu
kubensola anti tebamanyi nti naffe lwakubelawo naye batunyiwa.  naye munange basilu kangambe balekelela okunonya
ababatwaguza nebadda ku bafrika abagala okwenonyeza lupiiya moreover nga tubakolela.
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Sakin munange wegendeleza kuba omukisa gwembwa teguyisa mbuzzi mumalagala.Naye nze mbawujila dala mpi sili
kukundetako kajjanja.Ate nabangamba nze setaga lawyer.I can be my own lawyer ela kati banvako.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by JeenaJulia - 2007/11/27 08:54
_____________________________________

DeeJags2005 wrote:

nga oli mukambwe bulala bange Jeena, simanyi buli wamu wakambwe bwewatyo? lol

Deejags olabika olina ekikyamu kubwongo,ekintu bwekikuba mumusaayi buli wamu kiba kitukawo,kati bwoba olowoza
Jeena mukambwe kitwale nti buli wamu kasita waba nga wali ku Jeena nawo bwewatyo.Eeeehhh eehh bakuwana
wana:angry:.

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by simu - 2008/05/24 17:06
_____________________________________

Owange Mwebe mukama atuyambe

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by Kalibattanya - 2008/05/25 18:24
_____________________________________

Welcome Simu, kaakati Mukama ayambye atya, naffe tunyumize twagala okumanya!

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by JeenaJulia - 2008/07/23 08:31
_____________________________________

Munnayuganda bamukwatidde Bungereza ng’aduumira babbi

Bya Muwandiisi Waffe 

ONO Munnayuganda abadde Kawubooyi wa ddala!!! Abadde apangisa obwana obuto n’abutendeka n’okubwambaza
yunifoomu z’ekijaasi oluvannyuma n’abuyigiriza okuvuga mmotoka n’abweyambisa okubba ssente okuva ku bimotoka
ebizitwala mu bbanka e Bungereza. 

Wabula poliisi y’omu kibuga London yafuludde obukodyo bwa Ali Lwanga ow’emyaka 21 bwe yamukwatidde mu bitundu
by’e Enfield mu nkingizzi z’ekibuga London mu Bungereza. 

Kino kyaddiridde bambega b’ekitongole kya Flying Squad okumulinnya akagere okumala ekiseera. 
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Lwanga agambibwa nti abadde mukujjukujju ate nga wamutawaana nnyo era muzannyi wa mupiira ng’agukubira mu
ttiimu ya Glovers mu kibuga kibuga London, era gye buvuddeko yagiteebedde ggoolo ng’esamba ne Bristol City. 

Lwanga eyafuna obutuuze mu Bungereza yasimbiddwa mu kkooti y’e Wood Green n’obulenzi 4 bwe baamukutte nabwo
ne bavunaanibwa okubba ssente ezisukka Pawunda 100,000 (eza Uganda obukadde 310). 

Bambega baaleese obujulizi obulaga nti ku mu-limu gw’okusamba omu-piira, Lwanga abadde ya-gattako ogw’okupangisa
abaana abali wakati w’emyaka 13 ne 16 b’atendekera ku kirabo ky’emmere akya McDonald mu kabuga Canning mu
buvanjuba bwa London. 

Obwana buno buba-dde bukuguse mu kubba ssente ku mmotoka ezizitwala mu bbanka ku mudumu gw’emmundu
n’ebiso. 

Bwakkirizza nti Lwan-ga abukozesa, naye bwe butwala omunyago abu-waako busammambiro. 

Akulira bambega ba Flying Squad, Gary Donnison agambye nti balondodde Lwanga okuva nga January 18, omwaka
guno. 

Published on: Tuesday, 22nd July, 2008

 

Email this article to a friend.

 

 

 

WABULA BANA-U NAFFE TETUGWAYO.:dry: :dry: :dry:

============================================================================

Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by prettyd - 2008/07/23 12:34
_____________________________________

Maama nyabo!oyo mubutuufu mukka! Naye era ebintu bwebityo tebitera kuggagawaza yadde okukusa.

kati kyova olaba nga baaludde daaki nebamukwata!singa nno ayigamu lesson!

Mukama atusaasire mubutuufu tuleme kusussa okwagala ennyingi ezinatulakira!!

============================================================================
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Re:Is this a true story people in UK?
Posted by jameerah - 2008/07/23 14:12
_____________________________________

Eeeh omanyi bagamba kyokola munzikiza kivaayo mu kitangaala!

uhm Byampuna:( :( :(

============================================================================
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